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pain, mistakes the true nature of both as simply
"polar extremes"1 of feeling, and prevents the
argument being faced which has been brought
forward to show the increasing correspondence
of pleasure and life.

The failure of the psychological argument makes (cc> the facts
the whole burden of the proof of pessimism rest pro^sn
upon the argument from historical facts. And the
attempt has been definitely made to show, from
observation of the course of human affairs, that
the progress of the world tends to misery. It
is necessary, therefore, to ask whether it can be
established that the facts included under the vague
term " human progress " have a normal tendency
either to increase pleasure or to act in the opposite
way. Now progress is a characteristic both of the
individual and of society; but pleasure only be-
longs to the former, so that an answer to the
question whether individual progress tends to in-
crease the surplus of pleasure over pain, still leaves
unsettled the question as to the effect of social
progress.

It seems  evident that both the physical and individual
mental development of the individual imply greater progresa'
adaptability to, and correspondence with, the exter-
nal world, and that, on account of this develop-

1 Cf. J. Ward, Journal of Speculative Philosophy, xvi. (1882),
S77.